PARKSEEK
CANADA

THIS PROJECT IS A PAN-CANADIAN INITIATIVE AIMED AT COLLECTING AND
DISSEMINATING INFORMATION ABOUT THE POPULATION HEALTH IMPACTS OF
PARKS, RECREATIONAL FACILITIES AND PROTECTED AREAS.

Objectives
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GEOGRAPHIC ACCESSIBILITY
Use spatial analysis techniques to measure the accessibility of
parks and recreational facilities across Canada.

QUALITY
Gather information about the quality of parks and recreational
facilities by developing and testing data collection tools.

POLICY
Through a health equity lens, document operational and
strategic polices that affect access to, and the user experience
in, parks and recreational facilities.

CURRENT PROGRESS
Pilot Study in London, ON
conducted on 289 parks to
be later implemented in 12
communities across Canada
The team recently started the pilot study where the electronic
Neighborhood Environment Scoring Tool (e-NEST) is used to audit 289 parks
and recreational facilities across London, ON. The audits will take place in
August to September and again in the winter. This study will investigate key
components of the main study by focusing on objective 2 which includes
testing the data collection tools that will later be implemented and used in
up to 12 communities across Canada.

E-NEST
68 SURVEY QUESTIONS

E-NEST was assessed along with three other audit tools in a pre-pilot
study conducted during the winter to look at how the impact of
seasonality affects the accessibility of parks and recreational facilities
across London, ON. This tool was found to be the most reliable in
terms of inter-rater reliability and in previous studies was tested on a
range of environments.
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Pickleball and Tennis
Court Study

A sub-study of ParkSeek is taking place to assess the pickleball and tennis
court use patterns in London, ON. This study investigates the court use in 28
parks during the morning, midday, and afternoon on a weekday and
weekend. The research team is half-way through the process of data
collection which consists of four rounds of field audits ending in September.
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